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Moffat Takadiwa, Re-Reading Korekore, 2022

You are a human animal
You are a very special breed
For you are the only animal

Who can think,
Who can reason,
Who can read!

— Jiminy Cricket, 1955
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+XPDQLW\�KDV�D�EUXWDO�WUDFN�UHFRUG��:KHQ�ZH¶UH�QRW�ZDUULQJ�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��ZH¶UH�ZDUULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
SODQHW�� ILOOLQJ� LWV�RFHDQV��DLU��DQG�VRLO�ZLWK�SODVWLFV�DQG� WR[LQV��7KH� ODQGV�ULFKHVW�ZLWK�QDWXUDO�ERXQW\�
KDYH�had it the worst. Throughout her recent history, Zimbabwe has suffered from man’s brutality as 
much as DQ\��KHU�SHRSOH�FRORQL]HG�DQG�VXEMHFWHG�E\�WKH�%ULWLVK�6RXWK�$IULFD�&RPSDQ\�LQ������DQG�
H[SORLWHG� IRU� GLDPRQGV� DQG� ODERU�� WKHQ�� ZKHQ� VKH� REWDLQHG� VHOI�JRYHUQDQFH�� VKH� ZDV� FULSSOHG� E\�
ZHVWHUQ� VDQFWLRQV� DQG� KHU� OHDGHUVKLS�PLQG�SRLVRQHG� E\� FRUUXSW� FDSLWDOLVWV��1RZ�� KHU� QDWLYH� VRLO� LV�
FRQVWDQWO\� VWULSPLQHG� IRU� UDUH�HDUWK� PHWDOV� DQG� FRYHUHG� ZLWK� PLOHV� DQG� PLOHV� RI� ³UHF\FODEOHV´�
GLVFDUGHG�E\�QHZ�DQG�IRUPHU�colonizers.

Brutalized Language�� 0RIIDW� 7DNDGLZD¶V� VHFRQG� VROR� H[KLELWLRQ� ZLWK� 1LFRGLP�� FDVWV� OLJKW� RQ� WKH�
YLROHQFH�LQKHUHQW�WR�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�UHPDLQV�ODUJHO\�LQYLVLEOH�WR�WKH�ZHVW��+H�GLVVHFWV�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�
ZHVWHUQ�DUW� KLVWRU\� LQWR� WKH� YLVXDO� YRFDEXODU\� DQG� IHHO� RI� KLV� RZQ� SHRSOH��:KDW� VHHP� DW� ILUVW� OLNH�
TXLOWHG�DEVWUDFWLRQV� UHO\� RQ� ZHOO�NQRZQ� FRUQHUVWRQHV� RI� ZHVWHUQ� ILJXUDWLRQ��(OHPHQWV� RI� 3LFDVVR¶V�
³*XHUQLFD´� DUH� EURNHQ� GRZQ� DQG� UHLPDJLQHG� ZLWKLQ� WKH� WZR� ODUJH�VFDOH� SLHFHV� WKDW� DQFKRU� WKH�
LQVWDOODWLRQ�� WKH� YRFDEXODU\�RI� 3LFDVVR¶V� DQWL�ZDU� PDVWHUSLHFH� UHSXUSRVHG� DQG� UHF\FOHG� WR� GHSLFW�
WKH� FDUQDJH� RI� HQYLURQPHQWDO�PDVVDFUHV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�ZKLWH�ZDVKLQJ�LQ�=LPEDEZH��³+XPDQ�%UXWDOLW\´�
UHVHPEOHV� WKH� KDQJLQJ� FDUFDVV� RI� RQH� RI� 3LFDVVR¶V� EHDVWV�� RU� SHUKDSV� WKH� FHQWUDO� ILJXUH� )UDQFLV�
%DFRQ¶V� ³7KUHH�VWXGLHV�RI�D� FUXFLIL[LRQ�´�whose subject was used as impetus for most manifest 
destiny-type rationales for colonization. The HDUV� DQG� H\HV� RI� *XHUQLFD¶V� EXOO� DUH� DOVR� HYLGHQW�
ZLWKLQ� ³5H�5HDGLQJ�.RUHNRUH�´� IRU�ZKLFK�7DNDGLZD�GLVDVVHPEOHG�D�GLFWLRQDU\�RI�WKH�6KRQD�ODQJXDJH�
LQWR�VTXDUHV�DQG�DIIL[HG�WKHP�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�(QJOLVK�NH\ERDUG�NH\V��UHDVVHUWLQJ�WKH�ZLOO�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�
DERYH� WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH� VRXJKW� WR� HUDVH�DQG�PLQLPL]H� LW�� 7KUHH� ³5HIOHFWLRQV´� SLHFHV� DUH� FUDIWHG� WR�
UHVHPEOH�FKHDS�&KLQHVH�QRYHOW\�PLUURUV� WKDW�RIWHQ�ZLQG�XS�LQ�WKH�GXPSV�RXWVLGH�+DUDUH��IRUFLQJ�WKH�
YLHZHU�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LQGHPQLW\�LQ�DOO�RI�WKH�DERYH�

Takadiwa has long sought to use his art as a community platform, building a sustainable 
microeconomy DURXQG� WKH�VRXUFLQJ�RI�PDWHULDOV�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�KLV� ODERU�LQWHQVLYH� WDSHVWULHV��DV�
ZHOO� DV� SURYLGLQJ� VWXGLR� VSDFH� DQG� LQVWUXFWLRQ� WR� ORFDO� \RXWK� YLD� KLV�0EDUH� $UW� 3URMHFW�� /DVW� \HDU��
GXULQJ�SURWHVWV�DJDLQVW� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��DQ�DQJU\�PRE�DWWDFNHG� WKH�VWXGLR��Brutalized Language is 
Takadiwa’s meditation on KXPDQ� UHDVRQ� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� RXU� PRUH� IHUDO� LPSXOVHV�� :H� DUH� KXPDQ�
DQLPDOV��D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�EUHHG� 
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0RIIDW�7DNDGLZD��E��������.DURL��OLYHV�DQG�ZRUNV�LQ�+DUDUH��=LPEDEZH��3DUW�RI�WKH�SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� DUWLVWV� LQ� =LPEDEZH�� 7DNDGLZD� KDV� H[KLELWHG� H[WHQVLYHO\� DFURVV�PDMRU� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ�
=LPEDEZH� DV�ZHOO� DV� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�� 7DNDGLZD� DOVR�ZDV� D� IRXQGHU� RI�0EDUH� $UW� 6SDFH� LQ� +DUDUH�
ZKHUH�KH�SOD\V�D�SDUW� LQ�PHQWRULQJ� WKH�JURZLQJ�DUWLVW� FRPPXQLW\��5HFHQW�H[KLELWLRQV� LQFOXGH�:LWFK�
&UDIW��5HWKLQNLQJ�3RZHU��&UDIW�&RQWHPSRUDU\��/RV�$QJHOHV��������VROR���7KLV� LV�1RW�$IULFD��8QOHDUQ�
:KDW� <RX�Have Learned��$5R6�0XVHXP�� 'HQPDUN� ��������Mr. Foreman you have destroyed the 
farm, Semiose, 3DULV�� )UDQFH� ������� VROR��� INXS: Never Before Seen Major Works by Simphiwe 
Ndzube, Moffat Takadiwa, Zhou Yilun�� 1LFRGLP�*DOOHU\�� /RV�$QJHOHV�� &$� ��������Son of the Soil��
1LFRGLP� *DOOHU\��/RV�$QJHOHV��&$��������VROR���Thread.��/RQJ�%HDFK�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��/RQJ�%HDFK��
&$� ��������Stormy Weather�� 0XVHXP� $UQKHP�� $UQKHP�� 7KH� 1HWKHUODQGV� �������� Second Hand: 
Selected Works from the Jameel Art Collection��-DPHHO�$UWV�&HQWUH��'XEDL��8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV�
�������� Material Insanity, 0XVHXP� RI� $IULFDQ� &RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW� $O� 0DDGHQ�� 0DUUDNHFK�� 0RURFFR�
�������� The Eye Sees Not Itself, 1LFRGLP� *DOOHU\�� /RV� $QJHOHV� �������� DQG� Chinafrika. under 
construction, Museum for Contemporary $UW�/HLS]LJ��������
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Moffat Takadiwa
° Born 1983, Karoi, Zimbabwe 
Lives and works in Harare, Zimbabwe

Education

2008  BA Honors Fine Art, Harare Polytechnic College, Zimbabwe

Solo Exhibitions

2022 Brutalized Language, Nicodim Gallery, New York
2021 Witch Craft: Re-Thinking Power, Craft Contemporary, Los Angeles

Mr. Foreman you have destroyed the farm, Semiose, Paris, France
2019 Son of the Soil, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles
2018 Framed in Colonial Lenses, Raw Spot Gallery, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa 
2017 Say Hello to English, Tyburn Gallery, London, United Kingdom
2016 Across Borders, Whatiftheworld, Cape Town, South Africa
2015 Foreign Objects, Tyburn Gallery, London, United Kingdom

Local Foreign Products, Gallery Special Projects, FNB Joburg Art Fair, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2012 Africa Not Reachable!, First Floor Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe

Selected Group Exhibitions

2021 Crown of Thorns, Phillips, New York
Old Growth - New Decay: Environmental Justice, Environmentalism and Sustainability, Guggenheim  
Gallery, Chapman University, Orange, California
3DUFRXUV�6DLQW�*HUPDLQ��$X�ÀO�GH�O·DUW� Phillips, Paris, France
This is Not Africa: Unlearn What You Have Learned, ARoS Aarhus Art Museum, Denmark
Disrupting the Canon, The Arts Club, London, United Kingdom

2020 Constructing an Imaginary, Badr El Jundi, Málaga, Spain
Recyclage/Surcyclage��)RQGDWLRQ�9LOOD�'DWULV��/·,VOH�VXU�OD�6RUJXH��)UDQFH
INXS: Never Before Seen Major Works by Simphiwe Ndzube, Moffat Takadiwa, Zhou Yilun, 
Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles, California 
Pineal Eye Infection, curated by Aaron Moulton, Seasons, Los Angeles, California 
Podium, 181 Fremont, San Francisco, California

2019 Stormy Weather, Museum Arnhem, Arnhem, The Netherlands
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 Second Hand: Selected Works from the Jameel Art Collection, Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai,  
 United Arab Emirates  
 Thread., Long Beach Museum of Art, Long Beach, California
 KUBATANA, Vestfossen Kunstlaboratorium, Oslo, Norway
 ([�$IULFD�²�VWRULH�H�LGHQWLWj�GL�XQ·DUWH�XQLYHUVDOH��0XVHR�&LYLFR�$UFKHRORJLFR��%RORJQD��,WDO\
 The Extreme Present, Jeffrey Deitch and Gagosian, The Moore Building, Miami, Florida
 Material Insanity, Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden, Marrakech, Morocco 
2018 The Eye Sees Not Itself, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles, California
 Defying the Narrative: Contemporary Art from West and Southern Africa,  Evergold Projects,  
 San Francisco, California  
 Language is the Only Homeland, The Nest, The Hague, Netherlands
 Right at the Equator, Depart Foundation, Malibu, California
2017 Le jour qui vient��FXUDWHG�E\�0DULH�$QQ�<HPVL��*DOHULH�GHV�*DOHULHV��*DOHULHV�/DID\HWWH��3DULV��)UDQFH
 On being alone and unbearable loneliness, Watou Art Festival, Belgium
 Chinafrika, Galerie für Zeitgenössische Kunst Leipzig, Germany; Kunstfest Weimar, Germany
 De Nature en Sculpture��9LOOD�'DWULV�)RXQGDWLRQ��/·,VOH�VXU�OD�6RUJXH��)UDQFH 
 &ROOHFWRU·V�6WDJH� curated by Enin Supriyanto, Art Stage Singapore, Singapore
2016 Dear Europa…, Whatiftheworld, Cape Town, South Africa
 When Tomorrow Comes, Wits Art Museum, Johannesburg, South Africa; Michaelis Galleries,  
 Cape Town, South Africa
2015 Broken English, Tyburn Gallery, London, United Kingdom
 Foreign Bodies, Whatiftheworld, Cape Town, South Africa
2014 Uncertain Terms, Whatiftheworld Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa
 SCINTILLA: An Alchemy Show, Commune 1, Cape Town, South Africa 
 Project, 1:54 2nd edition African Art Fair London, United Kingdom
 %$7,.�G·$)5,48(, Ethan Cohen Gallery, New York, New York
 Warp & Woof, The Hole, New York, New York
 Meet the artist project, Chinembiri studio, Harare, Zimbabwe 
2013 Project 1:54, African Art Fair London, United Kingdom
 Good News exhibition, New University, Lisbon, Portugal
 No Limits,�+,)$��+DUDUH��=LPEDEZH
 Chiso, First Floor Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
2012 Harare Haarare!, First Floor Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Inexactly This��.XQVWYODDL�)HVWLYDO�RI�,QGHSHQGHQFH��$PVWHUGDP��7KH�1HWKHUODQGV
 Wars/Karas, Octopus Projects, Riga, Latvia
 -R·EXUJ�)ULQJH, Johannesburg, South Africa
 A Tale of Two Cities, National Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Family, Tradition and Religion, Gallery Delta, Zimbabwe
2011 Still Life Exhibition, Delta Gallery, Zimbabwe
 Harare beyond Words, Gallery H, Bangkok, Thailand
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 Mbare Kutapira, First Floor Gallery, Chinembiri Studios, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Harare Paris,�3DYp�G·2UVD\��3DULV��)UDQFH
 Harare International Festival of Art Exhibition, National Gallery, Zimbabwe
 Rangu Izwi, First Floor Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Austral><Affric, First Floor Gallery, The Basement, Harare, Zimbabwe 
2010 First Steps, First Floor Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Facet Zimbabwe Now, Delta Gallery, Zimbabwe
 Avignon University, Avignon, France
 Live and Direct, National Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Young Artist Exhibition, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
2009 Peace through Unity in Diversity, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Walls, Berlin Wall, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
2008 Cottco, National Gallery, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Enriching Woman, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
2007 Young Artist Exhibition, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe

Awards

2016  Award of Merit, Cottco Exhibition and Prize, National Gallery of Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe
2012 Award of Attendance, Zimbabwe Olympic Committee, Harare, Zimbabwe
2010 Award of Merit, Peace Through Unity Exhibition, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Special Mention Prize, Facet Zimbabwe Now Exhibition, Delta Gallery, Zimbabwe
2009 2nd Prize Walls, Special Mentions, Peace Through Unity Exhibition Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe
2008 Special Prize, Enriching Woman, Gallery Delta, Harare, Zimbabwe

Selected Public and Private Collections

 Art Jameel Collection, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 Arsenal Contemporary, Toronto, Canada
 Beth Rudin DeWoody Collection, Miami, Florida, United States
 CC Foundation, Shanghai, China 
� &HQWUH�1DWLRQDO�G·$UW�3ODVWLTXH��3DULV��)UDQFH
 Foundation de 11 Lijnen, Oudenburg, Belgium 
 Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden, Marrakesh, Morocoo 
 Roc Nation Collection, Los Angeles, US 
 State Department of the United States, Art in Embassies, Harare, Zimbabwe
 Villa Datris Foundation, France
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Publications

2011 Hecker, Judith (ed.), Impressions from South Africa, 1965 to Now: Prints from the Museum of 
 Modern Art, Museum Of Modern Art, NYC, 2011

Residencies 

2017 The Gathering, Kenya


