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“What moves those of genius, what inspires their work is not new ideas, but their obsession with the 
idea that what has already been said is still not enough.” — Eugène Delacroix

Perhaps one of the most shameful aspects of aging is the gradual realization that maybe we didn’t 
know it all when we were younger. Added responsibilities hasten this—a relationship, a monthly rent, 
a child, and the sustainability of all of the above during a period of global and local upheaval. Larry 
Madrigal’s genius lies in the candid awareness that he is far from genius, and that there is just as much 
drama and valor in a tender moment with his spouse or child as there is in the toppling of King Charles 
X. How Dare We Now Live, Madrigal’s second solo exhibition with Nicodim, champions the struggle and 
comedy of staying together when all external pressures are angling to keep us apart.
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³2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�,�ORYH�VR�PXFK�DERXW�¿JXUDWLYH�SDLQWLQJ�LV�WKDW�LW�FDQQRW�H[KDXVW�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�
of our deepest human concerns. As cliché as those concerns may be, like, what is true love, painting 
can still unearth these timeless questions and apply them to contemporary living.” — Larry Madrigal

While 6FDWWHUHG�'D\GUHDP��0DGULJDO¶V�¿UVW�H[KLELWLRQ�ZLWK�1LFRGLP��IRFXVHG�ODUJHO\�RQ�WKH�EDURTXH�
interiors of contemporary Phoenix (his young family’s hometown), many works in this exhibition 
KDYH� YHQWXUHG�RXWGRRUV�� DV�PXFK�D� FRPPHQWDU\� RQ�KRZ�GDUH�ZH�QRZ� OLYH� DV� D� ÀH[LQJ�RI� WKH�
new oils on his palette. The darker shades of his inside work swing into rococo pastels in the 
land-and-skyscapes that hug and rainbow around the open-air action. Madrigal is looser in the 
QHJDWLYH�VSDFHV�KLV�EUXVK�PLJKW�KDYH�RQFH�IRUFHG�LQWR�DFWLRQ��EHO\LQJ�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�RI�DQ�ROGHU�
soul, someone who has been around the block a few times already. In turn, these gaps thrive in 
their new role as subjects. In “Now or Never Again,” 2021, a gust of wind playfully disrupts the 
PRPHQWRXVQHVV�RI�D�ZHGGLQJ�SURSRVDO��,Q�³&\FOHV�RI�)XO¿OPHQW�´�������WKH�IDWKHU�GLYHUWV�KLV�JD]H�
from his spouse and daughter, and lets a vivid sunset steal the spotlight for a moment. How Dare 
We Now Live is a Bildungsroman that begins after the hero has already returned home.

Larry Madrigal (b. 1986, Los Angeles) lives and works in Phoenix, Arizona. Madrigal completed his 
MFA at Arizona State University in Tempe in 2020. Recent exhibitions include How Dare We Now 
/LYH��1LFRGLP�*DOOHU\��/RV�$QJHOHV�(2021; solo), 6FDWWHUHG�'D\GUHDP, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles 
(2020, solo); :KHQ�<RX�:DNHG�8S�WKH�%XIIDOR� Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles (2020); 3DLQWLQJ�WKH�
)LJXUH�1RZ�,,, Wausau Museum of Contemporary Art, Wasau, Wisconsin (2019); 1HZ�$UW�$UL]RQD��
Shemer Art Center and Museum, Phoenix, Arizona (2019); and %RG\� /DQJXDJH�� )LJXUDWLRQ� LQ�
0RGHUQ�DQG�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW, curated by Julie Sasse, Tuscon Museum of Art, Tuscon, Arizona 
(2017).
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Larry Madrigal
° Born 1986, Los Angeles, United States 
Lives and works in Phoenix, Arizona

Education
 
2020   MFA, Painting, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona
2013   BFA, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona
 

Solo and Two-Person Exhibitions

2021 How Dare We Now Live, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles, CA
2020  Larry Madrigal: Scattered Daydream, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles, CA
 Tightrope: MFA Thesis Exhibition, Harry Wood Gallery, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
2017   Eyes on Us: Larry Madrigal and Tyler Griese, New City Studio, Phoenix, AZ
2016   Larry Madrigal: Works on Paper, Phoenix Institute of Contemporary Art Container Galleries,  
 Phoenix, AZ

Selected Group Exhibitions 

2020  When You Waked Up the Buffalo, Nicodim Gallery, Los Angeles, CA
 New Beginnings..., Nicodim Gallery (Online Exhibition), Los Angeles, CA 
 Life Still, Jonathan Travis (Online Exhibition), New York, NY
2019   Painting The Figure Now II, Wausau Museum of Contemporary Art, Wausau, WI
 The Body Politic, Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ
 11th Annual National Juried Exhibition, Prince Street Gallery, New York, NY
2018   Expulsion, Fine Art Complex, Tempe, AZ
 Olio, Eric Fischl Gallery, Phoenix, AZ
 XL Catlin Art Prize Traveling Exhibition, San Francisco Art Institute, San Francisco, California;  
 Linda Warren Gallery, Chicago, Illinois; The New York Academy of Art, New York, New York
 Bridged: Creando Puentes, Mas Arte Galería, Quito, Ecuador
2017  Body Language: Figuration in Modern and Contemporary Art, Tucson Museum of Art, Tucson,  
 AZ (curated by Julie Sasse, Chief Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, Tucson Museum of Art)
 Art From Art, Manifest Gallery, Cincinnati, OH 
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 32nd Annual International Exhibition, Meadows Gallery, University of Texas, Tyler, TX
 22nd Annual Arts in Harmony International Exhibition, Blaine City Hall, Blaine, MN 
2016  Soup du Jour, The Liquor Gallery, Tempe, AZ
2015   Contemporary Forum Grant Winners Exhibition, Phoenix Art Museum, Phoenix, AZ
2014   Perceived Reality: The Art of the Self Portrait, New City Studio, Phoenix, AZ
 Peace of Mind, Oblique Gallery, Phoenix, AZ
 Chaos Theory 15, Legend City Studios, Phoenix, AZ
2013   Entitled, Herberger Theatre Art Gallery, Phoenix, AZ
 Arizona Biennial, Tucson Museum of Art, Tucson, AZ
 Figurative Art Now, Shemer Art Center and Museum, Phoenix, AZ


